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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to tine communication filed on June 20, 2005. Claims 
1 -1 7 were originally received for consideration. Per the received preliminary 
amendment, claims 9, and 13-17 have been cancelled. 

2. Claims 1-8, and 10-12 are currently being considered. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. Initialed and signed copies of the Applicant's IDS form 1449, received on 
6/20/2005, 10/20/2005, and 2/28/2008, have been attached to this Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

Claims 1-5, 8, and 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Peinado (U.S. Patent 7,073,063). 

Regarding claim 1, Peinado discloses: 
A content management system comprising: 

a first acceptance unit which accepts a storage request including a content ID to 
identify a content (column 6, lines 51-60: each digital content is provided with a content 
ID, and the content ID is also associated with a license); 
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a storage unit which, based on the storage request, records reference data which 
is used to make reference to the content and the content ID in a recording unit in 
association with each other when the content has been already recorded in the 
recording unit, and records the content and the content ID in the recording unit in 
association with each other when the content is not yet recorded (column 6, lines 57-65: 
the authoring tool stores the content ID associated with the package); 

a second acceptance unit which accepts an acquisition request including the 
content ID (column 16, lines 34-40: when a user requests a content {associated with a 
content ID, the license is searched for); 

a unit which reads the content from the recording unit based on the acquisition 
request (column 19, lines 4-15: based on the request with the content ID, the license 
server supplies the content and the license); and 

a unit which distributes the content read based on the acquisition request to an 
acquisition request issuer (column 21 , lines 1-17: the license is supplied to the user's 
system so the content can be played). 

Claim 2 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 1 . Furthermore, Peinado 
discloses: 

The content management system according to claim 1, wherein, when the 
content is not yet recorded in the recording unit, the storage unit requests a storage 
request issuer for the content, and records the content accepted from the storage 
request issuer and the content ID in the recording unit in association with each other 
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(column 21 , lines 1 -1 7: the license is supplied to the user's system, and the content is 
stored on the user's device). 

Claim 3 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 1 . Furthermore, Peinado 
discloses: 

The content management system according to claim 1 , wherein the first 
acceptance unit accepts the storage request and the content (column 19, lines 4-15: 
based on the request with the content ID, the license server supplies the content and 
the license). 

Regarding claim 4, Peinado discloses: 

A content management system comprising: 

a unit which accepts a storage request including change content obtained by 
changing content whose utilization restriction is released by right data and a content ID 
to identify the content (column 21 , lines 1 -1 7: the license is supplied to the user's 
system so the content can be played); 

a unit which, based on the storage request, makes reference to a recording unit 
which records utilization restricting data used to restrict the utilization of the content and 
the content ID in association with each other to create a storage content obtained by 
restricting the use of the change content by using the utilization restricting data (column 
6, lines 57-65: the authoring tool stores the content ID associated with the package 
along with a license restricting the content's use); 
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a storage unit wliicli issues a storage content ID to identify the storage content, 
provides a storage request issuer with the storage content ID, and records in the 
recording unit the storage content ID and the storage content in association with each 
other (column 21 , lines 1 -1 7: the license is supplied to the user's system, and the 
content is stored on the user's device); 

a unit which accepts an acquisition request including the storage content ID 
(column 19, lines 4-15: based on the request with the content ID, the license server 
supplies the content and the license); 

a unit which reads the storage content from the recording unit based on the 
acquisition request (column 19, lines 4-15: based on the request with the content ID, the 
license server supplies the content and the license); and 

a unit which distributes the storage content read based on the acquisition request 
to an acquisition request issuer (column 21 , lines 1-17: the license is supplied to the 
user's system so the content can be played). 

Claim 5 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 4. Furthermore, Peinado 

discloses: 

The content management system according to claim 4, wherein the storage unit 
issues the storage content ID, provides the storage request issuer with the storage 
content ID and records the storage content ID and the storage content in the recording 
unit in association with each other when the storage content and the storage content ID 
are not yet recorded in the recording unit in association with each other, and records 
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reference data which is used to make reference to the storage content and the storage 
content ID in the recording unit in association with each other when the storage content 
and the storage content ID have been already recorded in the recording unit in 
association with each other (column 6, lines 57-65: the authoring tool stores the content 
ID associated with the package). 

Regarding claim 8, Peinado discloses: 
A user system comprising: 

a unit which provides a content management system which stores a content with 
a storage request including a content ID to identify the content (column 6, lines 51-60: 
each digital content is provided with a content ID, and the content ID is also associated 
with a license); 

a unit which accepts a request for the content from the content management 
system and provides the content management system with the content when the 
content management system does not yet record the content based on the storage 
request (column 6, lines 57-65: the authoring tool stores the content ID associated with 
the package); 

a unit which provides the content management system with an acquisition 
request including the content ID column 19, lines 4-15: based on the request with the 
content ID, the license server supplies the content and the license); and 
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a unit which accepts the content from the content management system in 
accordance with the acquisition request (column 21 , lines 1-17: the license is supplied 
to the user's system so the content can be played). 

Regarding claim 10, Peinado discloses: 

A content distribution system which stores in a content management system a 
content distributed from a content provision system to a user system, 

the content management system comprising: 

a first acceptance unit which accepts a storage request including a content ID to 
identify the content (column 6, lines 51-60: each digital content is provided with a 
content ID, and the content ID is also associated with a license); 

a storage unit which, based on the storage request, records reference data which 
is used to make reference to the content and the content ID in a recording unit in 
association with each other when the content has been already recorded in the 
recording unit, and records the content and the content ID in the recording unit in 
association with each other when the content is not yet recorded in the recording unit 
(column 6, lines 57-65: the authoring tool stores the content ID associated with the 
package); 

a second acceptance unit which accepts an acquisition request including the 
content ID(column 16, lines 34-40: when a user requests a content {associated with a 
content ID, the license is searched for); 
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a unit wliicli reads the content from the recording unit based on the acquisition 
request (column 19, lines 4-15: based on the request with the content ID, the license 
server supplies the content and the license); and 

a unit which distributes the content read based on the acquisition request to an 
acquisition request issuer, the user system comprising: 

a unit which provides the content management system with the storage request; 
a unit which provides the content management system with the acquisition request 
(column 21 , lines 1 -1 7: the license is supplied to the user's system so the content can 
be played); and 

a unit which accepts the content from the content management system in 
accordance with the acquisition request (column 19, lines 4-15: based on the request 
with the content ID, the license server supplies the content and the license). 

Claim 11 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 10. Furthermore, Peinado 
discloses: 

The content distribution system according to claim 10, wherein the storage unit 
requests a storage request issuer for the content and records the content accepted from 
the storage request issuer and the content ID in the recording unit in association with 
each other when the content is not yet recorded in the recording unit (column 21 , lines 
1 -1 7: the license is supplied to the user's system, and the content is stored on the 
user's device), and 
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the user system further comprises a unit which provides the content 
management system with the content when a request for the content is accepted from 
the content management system (column 21 , lines 1-17: the license is supplied to tlie 
user's system so the content can be played). 

Claim 12 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 10. Furthermore, Peinado 
discloses: 

The content distribution system according to claim 10, wherein the first 

acceptance unit accepts the acquisition request and the content (column 16, lines 34- 
40: when a user requests a content {associated with a content ID, the license is 
searched for). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 6-7 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Peinado 
(U.S. Patent 7,073,063) in view of Willner et al. (U.S. Patent Pub. No. US 



2002/0199009). 
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Regarding claim 6, Peinado discloses: 

A content management system comprising: 

a unit which accepts a storage request including a content ID to identify a content 
whose utilization restriction is released by right data (column 6, lines 51-60: each digital 
content is provided witli a content ID, and the content ID is also associated with a 
license); 

a unit which, based on the storage request, makes reference to a recording unit 
which records utilization restricting data used to restrict the use of the content, the 
content ID and the content in association with each other to create a storage content 
obtained by restricting the use of the content by using the utilization restricting data 
(column 6, lines 57-65: the authoring tool stores the content ID associated with the 
package along with a license restricting the content's use); 

a storage unit which issues a storage content ID to identify the storage content, 
provides a storage request issuer with the storage content ID, and records the storage 
content ID and the storage content in the recording unit in association with each other; a 
unit which accepts an acquisition request including the storage content ID (column 21 , 
lines 1 -1 7: the license is supplied to the user's system, and the content is stored on the 
user's device); 

a unit which reads the storage content from the recording unit based on the 
acquisition request (column 19, lines 4-15: based on the request with the content ID, the 
license server supplies the content and the license); and 
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a unit wliicli distributes tlie storage content read based on the acquisition request 
to an acquisition request issuer (column 19, lines 4-15: based on the request with the 
content ID, the license server supplies the content and the license). 

Peinado does not explicitly disclose the use of positional data of a partial content, 
and restricting the use of partial content. Willner discloses the use of content segments 
which are used to transmit a content file (paragraph 0033). Peinado and Willner are 
analogous arts in that both relate to a system of receiving and rendering content. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use the method of sending 
content segments of Willner in system of Peinado in order to allow content to be 
provided and/or displayed by a device over a period of time (Willner: paragraph 0028). 

Claim 7 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 6. Furthermore, Peinado 
discloses: 

The content management system according to claim 6, wherein the storage unit 
issues the storage content ID, provides the storage request issuer with the storage 
content ID and records the storage content ID and the storage content in the recording 
unit in association with each other when the storage content and the storage content ID 
are not yet recorded in the recording unit in association with each other, and records 
reference data which is used to make reference to the storage content and the storage 
content ID in the recording unit in association with each other when the storage content 
and the storage content ID have been already recorded in the recording unit in 
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association witli eacli otiier (column 6, lines 57-65: the authoring tool stores the content 
ID associated with the package). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KAVEH ABRISHAMKAR whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3786. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on 571-272-3795. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (BBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Kaveh Abrishamkar/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2131 
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IK. A./ 
09/25/2008 

Examiner, Art Unit 2131 



